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Lessons Learnt from Challenges Steer Us to Success
Life brings many hurdles our way. However, it is how we respond to these challenges that either break or build us. As the familiar adage goes, 'what does not break us builds us.' I discovered my passion for writing when I was in high school. Growing up in a close-knit family, I was surrounded by people who loved, inspired, and supported me. I got everything I needed. I must have been naïve to think that was how life should be. This was the mentality I had when I set my mind to becoming a writer.
I thought everyone, including my English teacher, would congratulate and cheer me on. I was in for a rude shock.  My English teacher dismissed my first self-written composition with a sneer accompanied by a tone of finality in his words, 'You can't do it. You can never be a writer'. His harsh words pierced my mind like a fierce sword. This was followed by an outright rejection of my request to take part in an essay writing competition weeks later. It was more than heartbreak. I cried, cursed, and wondered. How could one want something that much and not get it? Is it wrong to want something so much? Did I offend God or scared luck away? The outright put-off was beyond what my naïve mind could comprehend.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, through the experience, I learnt that I did not owe anyone my writing career. I had to cheer myself on and jumpstart my writing passion. In those moments of self-motivation, I remembered a day during my childhood when my kindergarten teacher bought me a fine hat for having retold a story she told us the previous day.  Yes, I used words to impress my kindergarten teacher, so I could use them to impress other people only that this time around, I had to write the words down. I had this one important reason to pursue writing. Yes, I could not participate in the writing competition nor have those assuring remarks on my composition but, I could make it. I could be a writer. With this, I started writing articles about things that surrounded me. My first piece described our newly acquired home with its tended lawn. My mom read it and smiled, and that was motivation enough.
As write this story, I have written web pages for flower delivery firms, reviewed several online casinos, and written multiple product reviews for a cleaning company. I have done this for pay. Yes, I have earned using my writing skills. This is more than fulfilling. It's a story worth a thousand parables.  Over the years, I have learned to filter what I listen to. I choose what to think about. I have also discovered that obstacles come our way to challenge us to push through. They provoke the locked potential in us. They are the building blocks by which our walls of success get taller.  Without them, we would stagnate at certain levels. They are the wheels by which our lives move from one level of success to another.
In conclusion, every heartbreak, every trial, every rejection has a powerful lesson. Challenges are essential to building our character. They leave us motivated, rejuvenated, and ready for the next big thing. They are to our success what water is to fish.
